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defeat, realized very well what he stood to gain from such a
situation. Commenting on an article in Avanti, according to
which the Socialist Party must e leave to the bourgeoisie the
task of liquidating the liabilities resulting from the war', he
wrote, a week after the elections :
c No, my dear sirs, the socialists who hold the party
ticket may—some of them—understand the reasons for
this dilatory policy, but the electorate will not. The
masses who voted for you did so in the belief—we shall
see whether or no it was an illusion—that you alone were
capable of solving their problem and leading the Italian
people towards greater prosperity and greater freedom.
You cannot decently withdraw from this undertaking.
There are two ways of fulfilling your obligations : either
by winning absolute power through open insurrection,
since you have not a clear majority in parliament, or by
a coalition with other parties, arranged on intelligent and
advantageous terms, and based on an agreed common
programme. The first alternative would mean civil war,
with the inevitable destruction of the party and the work-
ing class, and the rise of an armed dictatorship ; the
second, on the other hand, would lead to the fulfilment of
the greatest expectations. We are loath to suggest a
further possibility, deadlock in parliament and chaos in
the country.'
Three months later Mussolini was convinced that this
third hypothesis would be realized.
c The marvellous victory at the polls has simply shown
up the inefficiency and weakness of the socialists. They
are impotent alike as reformers and revolutionaries. They
take no action either in parliament or in the streets. The
sight of a party wearing itself out on the morrow of a
great victory in a vain search for something to apply its
strength to, and willing to attempt neither reform nor
revolution, amuses us. This is our vengeance, and it has
come sooner than we hoped.3
The Socialist Party could not escape from this impasse,
which forced it to waver from one policy to another, taking

